
United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virgiiiia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



1 APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/536,676 


05/27/2005 


Mark Ocondi 


82-07 


4700 



23713 7590 07/03/2007 

GREENLEE WINNER AND SULLIVAN P C 
4875 PEARL EAST CIRCLE 
SUITE 200 

BOULDER, CO 80301 



EXAMINER 



WONG, ALBERT KANG 



ART UNIT 



2612 



PAPER NUMBER 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



07/03/2007 PAPER 

Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

The time period for reply, if any, is set in the attached communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 04/07) 




United States Patent and Trademark Office 




UNITED STATES DEPARTMETrr OF COMMERCE 
United Sttlct PtttBt and Trademark OfDcc 
Mfatss: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Bos 1430 

Akxndrii. Viisinia 22313.USO 



APPLICATION NO. 



nUNODAl 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTDRNBY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



QS^y200S 



Marie Ocondi 



IM4S4-US 



4700 



27572 7590 05/21/2007 

HARNESS, DICKEY & PffiRCE, P.L.C. 
P O BOX 828 

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, NO 48303 



EXAM[NeR 



WONG. ALBERT KANG 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2612 



[ 



MAIL DATE 



I 



DELIVERY MODE 



05/21/2007 



PAPER 



^ Please find below and/or attached an OfiDce communication concerning this application or proceeding. 

. . The time period for reply, if any, is-set in the attached^communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev.04A)7) 



OfHce Action Summary 



AppllcaUon No. 

10/536,676 



Examiner 
Albert K. Wong 



Applicant(e) 
OCONDl. MARK 



Art Unit 
2612 



- The MAIUNG DATE of Ms communlcaeon syvpoars on the cow slieef wW» Ifie eomapondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 f^ONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 

WHICHEVER IS LONGER. FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

• Bctensions of 6me may be available under the piovi^^ tn no 6fvei^ however, may a reply be timdy fled 

after SIX (8) MOhTTHS from the malUng date of tNs commune 
. lfNOp6riodfbfreplyl88pecifiodabovo.thomaxl^ 

. FatturetowplywWilnttiesotoroxtendedpefiodfwraplywB^ (35U^.a§133). 
Any fopty received by the OfM laterlhan ttaw fflon^ 
earned |»al8nt (aim wQusbneiiL See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

I Responsive to communicatlon(s) filed on 27Mav2005 . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)ia This action is non-finai. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fonnal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Qimyto. 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) |SI aaim(s}U is/are pending in the applteation. 

4a) Of the al)Ove claim(s) Is/are withdrawn from consMeradon. 

5) 0 aaim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Clalm(s) iiS is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Cialm(s) Is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

g)D The spedftcation is objected to by the Examiner. 

1 0)13 The drawlng(s) filed on 27Mav2Q05 is/are: a}ISI accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any otjjeclkin to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the conection is required if the d(awing($) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

I I )□ The oath or declaration is otqected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Offlce Action or fonn PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)ISI Adcnowtedgment is made of a daim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)EI All b)n Some * c)D None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.ISI Copies of the^rtified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the Intemational Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
' See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



AttachmentCs) y 

1) ^ Notice of References Oted (PTO-892)v^ 

2) □ NoOoe of Drafl8person*8 Patent Drawing Review (PTp-948) 

3) ISI Infbnnation tXsdosuie Statement(8) (PTO/SB/08K 

Paper No(8yMail Dale ^. 



4) B Interview Summary 

Paper No(syMall OavSQrlircJf / 

5) □ Notioe of Informal Patent AppUcaUon 
e)Dother. 
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Application/Control Number 10/536,676 I'age 2 

Art Unit: 2612 

1. This Office action is in response to the application filed May 27, 2005. This application 
is a 371 of PCT/US03/34812, filed October 30, 2003 which claims the benefit of provisional 
application 60/422,759, filed October 30, 2002. Clahns 1-5 are pending. 

2. Figure 1 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because only that which is 
old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 CFR 

1. 121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 
rq>lacement sheet(s) should be labeled ^'Replacement Sheef* in the page header (as per 37 CFR 
1.84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not accepted 
by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required cmiective action in 
the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: In page 2, line 2 
there appears to be missing text See There are five drawings, but he brief description of 
the dmwings only refers to four figures 

Appropriate correction is required. 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

*The specification shall conclude with one or mm claims particulariy pointing out and distinctly clainting the 
subject matter whidi die aj^licaxit regfixds as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Regarding claim 1, it is not clear how a cellular modem can be used for connectivity 
outside of the radio communication network since it is a part of the radio network. 
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Regarding claim 4, it is not clear how a slave host computer can include a computer 
system. This limitation appears to be recursive. 

Regarding claim 5, it is not clear if the steps of repeating and transmitting performed by 
the master host computer are ttie same steps. 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set foi^ in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at Ae time Ae invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-4 are rejected under 3S U.S.C. 103(a) as being uqiatentable over Fienro et al 
(6,747,571). 

Regarding claim 1» the claimed host computer is show as item IS in Figure 1; the claimed 
communication network is shown as item 30; and the claimed slave hose computers are shown 
generally as item SO. Fierro does not show a dial-in phone modem. The use of dial-up modems 
for transmitting m^er data is convmtional. It would have heea obvious to include both wired 
and wireless communication to provide a level of redundancy in the system. 

Regarding claim 2, see col. 6. 

Reganiing claim 3, the use of a spread spectrum radio is taught in col. 6. The master 
radio is shown as the radio connected to the host computer in Figure 1 . The slave radios are 
shown as the transmitters connected to the meters. Fieno does not show a repeater, however, the 
use of repeater in a cellular phone networic is conventional. It would have been obvious to 
include a repeater to extend the range of communications. 
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Regarding claim 4, the use of spread spectnntt radios has bem addressed above. The 
claimed conq>uter system is shown as the processor in Figure 3. 
8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Albert K. Wong whose telephone number is 571-272*3057. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian A, Zinmimnan can be reached on 571-272-3059. The fex phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an q>plication may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see ht^:/^air-directuspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistamre from a USPTO Customer Soidce Rq>resentative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Albert k; Wong 

May 15, 2007 [JUM^ 



ALBERT K. WONG 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



